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lication in the Delhi Repullican, and the Iowa City, Repub-
lican.

Approved January 28, 1857.

I certify that the foregoing act was published in the Iowa City Republican
Fep. 17, 1857,
ELIJAH SELLS,
Sec’y of State.

CHAPTER 152,
WASHINGTON CITY.

AN A€T to incorporate the city of Washington, Washington county, Iowa.

Sectiox 1. Be et enacted by the General Assembly of the
State of Zowa, That all that tract of land lying in the coun-
ty of Washington, and bounded as follows, to wit: Com-
mencing at the northeast corner of section seventeen (17)
in township seventy-five (75) north range seven (7) west,
and running thence west one and a half (1 1-2) miles to the
northwest corner of the northeast quarter of section eigh-
teen (18), and thence south one and a half (1 1-2) miles to
the southwest corner of the northeast quarter of section
nineteen (¥9), and thence east one and a half (1 1-2) miles
to the southeast corgier of the northeast quarter of section
twenty (20), and thence north to the place of beginning, to-
gether with the inhabitants thereof, be, and the same is
hereby constituted a city and body politic by the name of
Washington.

Sec. 2. The said city is made a body corporate and is Incorporation.
invested with all the powers and attributes of a municipal
eorporation.

Sko. 8. Thelegislative authority of the city is vested in m“" so-
& city council, consisting of & mayor and board of aldermen T
composed of three from each ward of the city.

8rc. 4. Thesaid city shall be divided into two wards as Wards.
fellows, to wit: That portion lying north of Main atreet,
together with that portion lying west of Marion street, shall »
conatitute thre first ward’; that portion lying south of Main

Boundaries,
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and east of Marion, shall constitute the second ward: Pro-
vided, that the said city council may change, unite or di«
vide the said wards or any of them whenever they shall
think it for the interest of the city.

BEo. 5. Every white natural born and naturalized male
citizen of the United States of the age of twenty-one years,
who shall have been a resident of the city six months, apd
of the ward in which he offers to vote ten days next preced-
ing a city election, is declared a citizen of said city and is
entitled to vote at all the clections thereof.

cnnduoduol- Seo. 6. The election of the city officers thereof shall be

Challenge.

Rligibility.

Aldermen.

Mayor’s duty.

conducted in a manner as similar to that in which the elec-
tions are conducted in the townships as the nature of the

case permits
Sec. 7. A person offering to vote may be challenged as

in other elections in the townships, and an oath may be ad-
ministered to him in like manner, naming the qualifications
herein prescribed.

Sec. 8. No person shall be eligible to any elective of-
fice mentioned in this act unless he be a legal voter of the
city, and has been a resident thereof for one year next pre-
ceding his election.

Bec. 9. The qualified voters of the city shall, on the
first Monday of March A. D. 1857, and annually on the
same day thereafter, elect a mayor, six aldermen, a record-
er, treasurer, asessor and marshal; and the ma?yor and al-
dermen so elected, when assembled together and duly or-
ganized, shall conmstitute the city council, a majority of
whom shall be necessary to constitute a quorum for the
transaction of business. They shall be elected by the legal
voters of the city for the terri of one year and until their
successors are elected and qualified.

Seo. 10. Three aldermen shall be elected in each ward
by the legal voters thereof.

Sro. 11. It shall be the duty of the mayor to see that
the laws and ordinances of the city are executed and their
violation punished. To sign and seal all commissions, li-
censes and permits granted by the city council, and to per-
form such duties and exercise powers as pertain to the of-
fice of mayor of a city and such &8s may be granted or im-
posed by the ordinances of the city, consistent with law.
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Bxc. 13. He shall be a conservator of the pesce within Judicial
the eity, and ex-officto & justice of the peace, and is invested “™
with exclusive original jurisdiction for the violation of the
ordinanceg of the city, and with criminal jurisdiction of
offences against the Jaws of this State, committed within
the city, and with civil jurisdiction limited to the city in the
same manner as that of justice of the peace is or may be
limited to their townships. He shall not be disqualified
from acting in such judicial capacity, by any proceeding be-
ing in the name of or behalf of the city.

SEc. 13. Appeals to the district of the county shall be Appesls.
ellowed from the judgments and decisions of the mayor in
the same cases, time and manner as is or may be allowed
by law from those of justices of the peace, and they shall
be tried as in other cases.  Hle will be entitled to demand
and receive the same fes as are at the time allowed by 1aw Pees.
to justices of the peace. He shall be the presiding officer |
of the city council when present, and shall give the casting
vote when there is a tie, and in his absence the council may
appoint a president for the time being from their own body.

”1

pow-

Sec. 14. The council shall be the judge of the qualifica- Powers of the

tions and election of its own members. It may determine “vsc!-
the rules of its own proceedings, and shall keep a record
thereof, which shall be open to the inspection of every eiti-

zen, and it may compel the attendance of its members in

such manner and by such penalties as it may adopt.

Sec. 15. The marshal shall be a conservator of the Marabal's da.

peace, and the executive officer of the mayor’s court, and tes.
shall execute and return all process directed to him by the
mayor, and in cases for the violation of the city ordinances and
of the eriminal laws of the State, may execute the same in
any part of the county, and he shall have the same author-
ity within the city to quell riots and disturbances, to pre-
vent crimes and to arrest offenders, that the sheriff has
within his county, and may in the same cases and under the
same penalties, require the aid of the citizens, and perform
all dutiesimposed by the council. He may with the approv-
al of the council, appoint one or more deputies and dis-
charge them, and he shall be responsible for their doings

when acting officially. For the service of legal process he pes.
shall be entitled to the same fees as a -constable, and for
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services required by the council such compensation as it
may allow.

8ro. 16. The treasurer, recorder, assessor and marshal
shall give such bonds, perform such duties, and exercise such
powers as may be required of them by ordinances, not in-
consistent with law, and for their services shall receive such
fees as the city council decrees right, not exceeding the
amount allowed county and township officers.

Skc. 17. In all elections for city officers, the mayor
shall issue a proclamation to the voters of the eity, or of
the several wards, as the case may require, naming the
time and place or places for election, and the officers to be
chosen, and cause & copy to be posted up in each ward at
least ten days previouws to the election.

The poll shall be opened at nine o’clogk in the forenoon,
and continue open till fuur-o’clock in the afternoon : with-
in two days after the election, the judges of the election
shall make their returns to the president of the city council,
who shall examine them at their next meeting, and cause
an abstract of the votes to be recorded in a book kept for
the purpose. ‘

Skc. 18. No member of the city council shall be eligible
to any office withinthe gift of the council during the time
fur which he was elected ; nor shall he be interested direct-
ly or indirectly in the profit of any contract or services to
be performed for the city.

Skc. 19. Ordinances passed by the city council shall be
signed by the mayor and attested by the recorder, and
before they take effect, be published in one or more news-
papers published in the city at least ten days; and if there
be no such newspa; er, they.shall be posted up in each ward
the same length of time. They shall also be recorded in a
book to be kept for that purpose.

Sec. 20. The city recorder shall keep a true record of
all the official proceedings of the city council, and such
record shall be open at all times to the inspection of any
citizen, '

Sec. 21. The mayer, aldermen, marshal, treasurer,
recorder and assessor, shall take an oath to support the
Constitution of the United States and of the State of lowa,
and faithfully and impartially to perform their duty to the
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best of th®ir knowledge and ability. Other officers shall
qualify in such manner as may be prescribed by the coun-
cl. ‘The ogth of office may be administered by the mayor
or recorder, when he is qualified, and in the transaation of
the business of the corporation, those officers and the presi-
dent for the time being may administer oaths, which shall
bave the same effect as if administered by other officers
authorized thereto.

Sec. 22. The council may hold its meetings as it seesHeetings of
fit, having tixed stated times, or provide the manner of call- "™
ing tham by ordinance; and its meeting shall be public.

Sec. 23. The council may appoint and in such & man- Subordinate
ner as it may determine, and during its pleasure, strect officers.
commissioners, clerk of the market, city surveyor, health
officer, und such other officers as it may deem advisable, and
may prescribe their duties, powers, and qualifications, and
may prescribe for the election of such officers by the
citizens.

Sec. 24. When a vacancy occurs in any of the clective Vacancies.
city officers, the council may fill the vacancy by appoint-
ment of record, until the election and gualification of a suc-
cessor. '

Sec. 25. Thecity council is vested with authority to make power of coune
ordinances to secure the inhabitants against fire, against vio- "
lations of the law and the public peace; to suppress riots,
gambling and drunkenness, indecent or disorderly conduct;
to punish lewd behavior.in public places, and provide for
the general safety, prosperity and good order of the city,
and the health, morals, comfort and convenience of the in-
habitants, and to impose penalties fur the violation of its
ordinances, not exceeding one hundred dollars, which may
be racovered by civil action in the name of the city, or by
complaint before the mayor, as in criminal proceedings be-
fore a justice of the peace; and the laws of the State rela- .
ting to carrying into effect a judgment of a justice of the
peace imposing a fine shall be applied to judgwments in the
above case; but the charges thereof must be borne by the
city.

Seo.. 26. The council is authorized to establish and orpre compan-
gsnize fire companies, and to provide them with fire en~ i
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gines and other apparatus; and may regulate the keeping
and sale of gunpowder within the city.
Liense pow-  Skc. 27. The city counci! shall have the exclusive authori-
o e ty to provide for the license, regulation and prohibition of all
exhibitions shows and theatrical performances, billiard ta-
bles, ball and ten-pin alleys, and places where games of
gkill or chance are played ; but the above authority extends
to no exhibition of a purely literary or scientific character;
where the laws of the State permit or refuse license for the
sale of intoxicating liquors, that matter shall be within the
exclusive authority of said council, and it may at all times
prohibit the retail of such liquors unless such prohibition
would be inconsistent with the laws of the State at the time
existing ; and the said council is authorized to revoke, or
sugpend any of the above licenses when it deems that the
goud order and welfare of the city demand it.
Abate nuissn- Skc. 28. The city council may make all necessary or-
o8- dinances in relation to the health and cleanliness of the city ;
and may require the owners of lots on which water be-
comes stagnant, to drain or fill up the same, and in default
thereof, after reasonable notice, may cause the same to be
done at the expense of the city, and assess the costs thereof
on the specific lots, and cause them to be sold by the col-
lector of the city, as in case of taxes, and subject to be re-
deemed in like manner.
Cartage and  Sgc. 29. The city council may regulate the system of
drayage. cartage, drayage, hacks and omnibuses, within the city, and
may issue license therefor; and may prohibit hogs, sheep,
and all other stock, from running at large within the ecity.
Rectsand dis. SEc. 30. The council shall provide by ordinance for the
barsements. keeping of the public monies of the city, and the manner of
disbursing the same; and shall audit all claims against the
city ; and all officers of the city are accountable to the coun-
cil in such manner as it directs; it shall publish annually
‘ a particular statement of the receipts and expenditures of
the city, and of all the debts owing to and from the same.
Grade streets.  SE0. 81. It has the exclusive authority tb establish the
grades of streets and alleys of the city, and mnay change the
same upon the petition of the owners of two-thirds the val-
ue of the real property on both sides of the street when it
is desired to change.
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Sec. 32. Imprisonment for the violation of any city or- Imprisonment.

dinance shall not exceed fifteen days, and the county jail

shall be the place of imprisonment, but at the expense of

the city.
Sec. 83. The city council is authorized to levy and col- Taxes.

lect taxes not exceeding one-half of one per cent. per an-

num of all property within the city which is liable for State

and county taxes,including improvement on such property ;

and it may exempt such improvements when it is so deter-

mined by a vote of a majority of all the voters of the city,

but when such an exemption takes place, the rate on realty

ghall not exceed one and one-half of one per cent. on the

valuation. The council may also lovy a tax on dogs, or may Dogs.

prohibit them from running-at large in the city : Provided,

That the tax thus levied and collected, where improvements

are included, shall not exceed one-fourth of one per cent.; Rate per coat.

and where improvements are exempt, as above named, one

fourth of one per cent. on personal property, and one per

cent. on real property, until otherwise determined by the

qualified voters of the city at an annual or special election

held for that purpose. Collection,
Sec. 84. The marshal, orin case of his absence or disa-

bility, such person as the council may appoint in his stead,

shall be collector of taxes, and before proceeding to collect

the same, shall give thirty days’ notice of the assessment

and levy of the tax, and the rate thereof in general terms,

without the names or description of property, in a newspa-

per printed in the city, it there be one, and if not, then by

three months in the most public place in each ward. Correct errors.
Sro. 35. During the thirty days, any person aggrieved

by the assessment or taxation, may appear before the coun-

cil, which may correct the same if found erroneous. Sale of proper-
Skc. 6. The marshal may distrain upon personal prop- **

erty liable to taxation, and sell the same for payment if not

paid in a reasonable time after demand, as constables may

sell personal property on execution. Lien.
‘Skc. 37. Taxes on real property shall be a lien thereon,

and it may be sold thereon when the taxes remain unpaid

for six months after posting the notices of the tax. Auction,
8rc. 88. Such sale must be atauction, and tflere mnst be

thirty days’ notice prior to the sale given as above provided

29
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for notifying the assessment and tax, for such sale; he who
bids to pay the amount due for the least quantity of land,
will be the highest bidder, and the manner of ascertaining
the portion bid for, shall Le as in the State revenue law.
Sec. 39. The marehal shall execute and deliver to the
purchaser a deed, running in the name of the State, which
shall have the same force and effect as the deed of thetreas-
urer of the county, in like circumstances, in sales for coun-

ty and State taxes.
Sec. 40. The council have the control of the streets and

alleys and public grounds of Washington city, and may
cause sidewalks to be paved in the same; and to this end it
may require the owners of lots to pave or repair the same
contigious to their respective lots, and in case of neglect,
after reasonable time named in the order, the same may be
done by the city, and the expense of the same assessed to
the contiguous lots, which shall have the effect of a tax
levied thereon, and the same may be sold therefor, as for a
tax, subject to the same rights of redemption.

Boad sa¢ poll Sec. 41. All road tax which may hereafter be paid upon

any property in Washington city in lieun of labor, shall be paid
to the proper authorities of said city for the improvement
of the streets thereof. Any person being a resident of said
city, subject by the laws of this State to do work upon roads
end highways, shall be required to do or cause the same to
be done under the direction of the proper authorities, npon
the streets of said city, or public roads and highways lead-
ing thereto, as said authorities may direct. The city coun-
cil shall supersede the road supervisor 1 all jurisdiction
within the corporate limits, and perform all of his duties.

Brc. 43. The city council is hereby invested with full
control and anthority over the common schools in the city,
and shall receive and disburse all the school tax levied upon
Jproperty within the city, or received from the school fund
for distribution therein, within the limits of the city.

Borrow money  SEC. 43. The council is anthorized to borrow money

for any object in its discretion, if at a regular notified
meeting under notice, stating distictly the nature and ob-
ject of the Joan, and the amount thereof, as nearly as prac-
ticable, the voters of the city determine in favor of the loan
by a majority vote of two-thirds of the votes given at the
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election ; and said loan can in no case be diverted from the
specified object. .

Brc. 44. On the passage of this act, the trustees ofBubmudon °
Washington township shall cause a vote to be taken on the "
acceptance of this charter, in the manner in which township
elections are now called and holden, in which the vote shall ‘
be for the charter or against the charter, and shall be by
ballot. Those citizens and legal voters only, who reside
within the limits of the city, shall be allowed to vote upon
the acceptance or non-acceptance of the charter. If the said
vote results in favor of said charter, the result shall be so
declared and entered on record, and thenceforth the same
is accepted. The foregoing election shall be held at the
court house, in Washington county, on the third Monday
of February A. D. 1857, and the polls shall be opened be-
tween the hours of 9 and 10 o’clock A. M., and kept open
until 4 o’clock P. M. of the same day.

Sec. 45. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after its publication in the Washington Press and Iowa
City Republican.

Approved January 28, 1857,

1 certify that the foregoing act was published inthe Iowa City Republican, Feb.
13, 1857, and Wasnington Press, Feb. 18, 1857, ,
ELIJAH SELLS,
Secretary of State.

CHAPTER 153.

RAILROAD BONDS,

AN ACT authorizing the county of Leo to issue bonds to aid iu the construetion
of the Keokuk, Fort Des Moines and Minnesnta Railroad.

SectioN 1. Be 4t enacted by the General Assembly of the ponas.
State of Ioswa, That the county of Lee is hereby authorized
to issue bonds, to aid in the construction of the Keokuk,
Fort Des Moines and Minnesota railroad, to the amount of
one hundred and fifty thousand dollars, provided the coun-
ty judge of said county shall first submit the question to



